the committee of privileges and elections that the merits of my return and of the cause might be tried together, which was voted (Mr. Long's friends in the committee being for this,as well as mine). Mr. Benson, surprised with this, thinking he had the better of the return by a trick he had played, petitioned the whole House that the merit of the return might be first  tried, which the  House remits back to be considered of again by the committee. Sir Thomas Meres, the chairman of the committee, told me that the committee was disposed to confirm what they had done, but were so angry at the same time with Benson for petitioning the House against their vote, that he rather advised me to let the return be first tried, not doubting but that I might get into the House.    I consented to this, and a day was named for hearing.    The day before I was advised that the return had been altered by some artifice since it came out of the sheriff's hands, and before it was returned into the Crown Office, in favour of Mr. Benson.  The words of a double return are these : 'Executio istius brevis patet in guibusdam indeniuris huic brevi annexis'; and Benson had caused it to be altered thus: '•Executio istius brevis patet in quddam indenturti huic brevi annexaj as if his indenture was only returned, and mine fixed to the writ to no purpose.   When it came to be heard I proved so plainly by Sir Henry Goodricke, who was then of the House, that the return was altered since it came from the sheriff, that Benson lost the cause by the very act whereby he hoped to have got it; and I was voted the sitting member. The next day, upon the report of the vote of the committee, it was confirmed by the vote of the House; and being sworn, I was conducted
